
 

 

Welcome New Licensees 

The Delaware Board of 
Landscape Architecture 
would like to extend a 
happy New Year to all of our 
past, current, and upcoming 
licensees.  Indeed it has 
been a while since our last 
newsletter, and much has 
happened during that time.  
This newsletter is meant to 
keep our members up-to-
date on current policy and 
future legislative changes 
being discussed, as well as 
provide you with informa-
tion about the board and 
how to contact us. 

 

Recently, the Board elected 
its new officers:  Eric W. 
Wahl, RLA as President, Jef-
frey Seemans, RLA as Secre-
tary, and Rachel Dunning as 

Treasurer. In addition to 
these new changes, the 
last Board meeting also 
resulted in further refine-
ment of our regulations.  
These drafted amendments 
are meant to clear up any 
confusion in our current 
regulations and update cur-
rent procedures regarding 
licensing. 

 

The Board is anticipating 
that 2012 will be an excit-
ing and productive year. 
One of our goals is to in-
form the public of the im-
portant role that Land-
scape Architects play in our 
communities and in our 
State, and we invite you to 
join us in this endeavor. 

 

If you have any sugges-
tions for the Board to con-
sider or questions regard-
ing licensing, please feel 
free to contact us.  

 

Eric W. Wahl, RLA  

President 

 

Since January 2007, The Delaware Board of Landscape 
Architecture has licensed 81 Landscape Architects, and 
47 businesses have received their Certificates of Au-
thorization. The Board would like to welcome them to 
the State. Delaware now has a total of 210 active 
Landscape Architects and 60 businesses that have ac-
tive Certificates of Authorization. The licensure law 
was first adopted in 1975. 
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The Board has drafted proposed revisions to Title 24. The reasons for the proposed revisions are two-fold: 

  

1)   DNREC is revising The State of Delaware's Sediment & Storm water regulations. I serve on the Regulatory Advisory 
Committee representing the Board of Landscape Architecture.  The new regulations will change the language con-
cerning the professionals who are accepted to prepare Storm water management & erosion control plans. The cur-
rent regulations specifically list Professional Engineers, Professional Land Surveyors and Registered Landscape Ar-
chitects; the new regulations would allow Plans to be prepared by any registered professional whose code identi-
fies them as being qualified to perform these services. 

  

2)   The Board wishes to update Delaware's definition to be in compliance with The Council of Landscape Architecture 
Registration Boards Model Law. This will help with all CLARB functions including registration such as exams and 
reciprocity. 

  

The CLARB Model Law defines: 

 "The Practice of Landscape Architecture applies the principles of mathematical, physical and social sciences 
in consultation, evaluation, planning, design (including, but not limited to, the preparation and filing of plans, 
drawings, specifications and other contract documents) and administration of contracts relative to projects 
principally  directed at the functional and aesthetic use and preservation of land. " 

  

These services include, but are not limited to: 

• Investigation, selection and allocation of land and water resources for appropriate uses; 

• Formulation of feasibility studies, and graphic and written criteria to govern the planning, design and man-
agement of land and water resources. 

• Preparation, review and analysis of land use master plans, subdivision plans and preliminary plats. 

• Determining the location and siting of improvements, including buildings and other features as well as the 
access and environs for those improvements; 

• Design of land forms, storm water drainage, soil conservation and erosion control methods, site lighting, wa-
ter features, irrigation systems, plantings, pedestrian and vehicular systems and related construction details.” 

  

During their February 9, 2012 meeting, the Board proposed that the full CLARB Model Law language be used within 
the statute.  

 

Rules & Regulations Update 
 

The public hearing that was scheduled for February 9, 2012, was held; however, several substantive changes were 
suggested which will require another publication in the Register of Regulations as well as the Delaware State News 
and the News Journal. The tentative date for the public hearing is May 10, 2012. You can review upcoming Board 
meeting agendas and past Board meeting minutes at www.dpr.delaware.gov. 

 

Legislative Updates & Initiatives 
Submitted by: Matt Spong, RLA 
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If you have any comments or suggestions relating to the proposed revisions, the Board 
urges you to contact them or attend a regularly scheduled meeting. 



 

 

For the purpose of signing and sealing drawings, specifications, contract documents, 
plans, reports and other documents (hereinafter referred to as “drawings”), each 
landscape architect must provide him or herself with an individual seal of specific 
design and size as approved by the Board. This seal is to be used on documents pre-
pared by him or her or under his/her direct supervision for use in the State of Dela-
ware. 

 

The application of the seal impression or rubber stamp to the first sheet of the bound 
sheets of the drawings (with index of drawings included), title page of specifications, 
and other drawings and contract documents shall constitute the licensed landscape 
architect’s stamp. 

 

A landscape architect shall not sign or seal drawings unless they were prepared by him/her or under his/her direct 
supervision. 

 
“Supervision” for purposes of signing and/or sealing drawings shall mean direct supervision, involving responsible con-
trol over and detailed professional knowledge of the contents of the drawings throughout their preparation. Review-
ing or correcting drawings after they have been prepared by others does not constitute the exercise of responsible 
control because the reviewer has neither control over, nor detailed professional knowledge of, the content of such 
drawings throughout their preparation. 

 

The seal appearing on any drawings shall be prima facie evidence that the drawings were prepared by or under the 
direct supervision of the individual who signed and/or sealed the drawings. Signing or sealing of drawings prepared by 
another shall be a representation by the registered landscape architect that he/she has detailed professional knowl-

The Importance of the Landscape Architect Seal 

All businesses that practice Landscape Architecture in the State of Delaware, with the exception of sole proprietor-
ships, are required by Delaware law (Title 24, Chapters 2 § 212) to have a Certificate of Authorization. This Certifi-
cate must be renewed every two years, at the same time as your personal Landscape Architect license. The process to 
apply for a Certificate of Authorization for your business is quite simple:  

• Print out an Application for Certificate of Authorization from the Forms page of the Board’s website. 

• Complete and sign the application.  Have it notarized. 

• Enclose the required fee for the Certificate. 

• Send the form and fee to the Board. 

 

On the application, you will be required to designate one or more officers, partners, or members who will be primar-
ily responsible for services in the practice of Landscape Architecture on behalf of your business entity. This person or 
persons must be Delaware-registered Landscape Architect(s).   

Certificate of Authorization 
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Online Services  

Change Contact Information 
You can change your contact information 
online.  Simply visit www.dpr.delaware.gov and click  
Change Contact Information. The first time you use 
online services, register using the registration code 
that you receive with your license certificate.  (If 
you do not have your code, request it to be sent to 
you by completing the online request form.)  When 
registering, you’ll create your own user ID and pass-
word for use with all online services.  You may then 
log in and change your personal information 24/7. 

File Complaints Online 

Kinds of Complaints  
• You may file a complaint with the Division of Professional Regulation against a person or business that holds a pro-

fessional license if you believe that the person or business has violated the law or rules of their profession.  See 
www.dpr.delaware.gov for the law and rules of each profession.  

• You may also file a complaint with the Division against an unlicensed person who is practicing a profession that 
requires a professional license or against a business that is operating without the required professional license. To 
find out if the person or facility holds a professional license, see Verify License Online.  

• The Division cannot investigate complaints that solely concern billing or insurance issues. You may wish to file 
billing complaints with the Department of Justice Consumer Protection Division or insurance complaints with the 
Department of Insurance.  

• Delaware law mandates that anyone must make an immediate oral report to the Department of Services for Chil-
dren, Youth and Their Families when they know of, or suspect, child abuse or neglect.  You may report child 
abuse or neglect by calling the 24-hour hotline at (800) 292-9582. 

 
Filing a Complaint with the Division of Professional Regulation 
To assure that the Division receives all the information it needs to start an investigation, complete the Statement of 
Complaint form by following the instructions on the form.  

• Each complaint must state the name and contact information of the person filing the complaint. This person is 
called the complainant. This means that we cannot accept anonymous complaints. However, when appropri-
ate, the Division may keep the complainant’s name confidential. The Division will make the determination 
based on the information submitted in the complaint. 

• Each complaint must state the name and location of the person or business the complaint is against. This per-
son or business is called the respondent. 

If you need to discuss your complaint before submitting it, call (302) 744-4500 and ask to speak to an investigator.  
 
What Happens Next?  
Within 15 days of receiving a complaint (one week if it is a complaint about a licensee of the Board of Medical Licen-
sure and Discipline), the Division sends the following: 

• Letter to the complainant to acknowledge receiving the complaint 

• Information about the complaint to the respondent. (When appropriate, the Division may keep the complain-
ant’s name confidential. 

The respondent may file an answer to the complaint within 20 calendar days of receiving the complaint.  

The Division will advise you of the progress of your complaint at least every 90 days until it is resolved. To find out 
the status of your complaint, call (302) 744-4500 or email customerservice.dpr@state.de.us. 

Online Calendar 
 

To keep you up-to-date, all of the 
Board’s agendas and meeting minutes 
are posted on the Online Meeting Cal-
endar.   

• To view future meetings and agen-
das, click Future Events.   

• To view past agendas and approved 
minutes, click Past Events. 
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